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Goal Target Instrument Article / Description

Promote peaceful and inclusive
societies for sustainable development,
provide access to justice for all and
build effective, accountable and
inclusive institutions at all levels.

16.a

Strengthen relevant national institutions,
including through international cooperation, for
building capacity at all levels, in particular in
developing countries, to prevent violence and
combat terrorism and crime.

Indicators
16.a.1
Existence of independent national human rights
institutions in compliance with the Paris
Principles

UNDHRD
Declaration on Human Rights Defenders

Show all articles
2.1
Each State has a prime responsibility and duty to protect, promote and implement all human rights and fundamental freedoms, inter alia, by
adopting such steps as may be necessary to create all conditions necessary in the social, economic, political and other fields, as well as the
legal guarantees required to ensure that all persons under its jurisdiction, individually and in association with others, are able to enjoy all those
rights and freedoms in practice

2.2
Each State shall adopt such legislative, administrative and other steps as may be necessary to ensure that the rights and freedoms referred to in
the present Declaration are effectively guaranteed

9.1
In the exercise of human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the promotion and protection of human rights as referred to in the present
Declaration, everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to benefit from an effective remedy and to be protected in the
event of the violation of those rights

9.2
To this end, everyone whose rights or freedoms are allegedly violated has the right, either in person or through legally authorized
representation, to complain to and have that complaint promptly reviewed in a public hearing before an independent, impartial and competent
judicial or other authority established by law and to obtain from such an authority a decision, in accordance with law, providing redress, including
any compensation due, where there has been a violation of that person’s rights or freedoms, as well as enforcement of the eventual decision and
award, all without undue delay

9.3 To the same end, everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, inter alia:
9.3.a
To complain about the policies and actions of individual officials and governmental bodies with regard to violations of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, by petition or other appropriate means, to competent domestic judicial, administrative or legislative authorities or any
other competent authority provided for by the legal system of the State, which should render their decision on the complaint without undue delay

9.3.b
To attend public hearings, proceedings and trials so as to form an opinion on their compliance with national law and applicable international
obligations and commitments

9.3.c
To offer and provide professionally qualified legal assistance or other relevant advice and assistance in defending human rights and
fundamental freedoms

9.5
The State shall conduct a prompt and impartial investigation or ensure that an inquiry takes place whenever there is reasonable ground to
believe that a violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms has occurred in any territory under its jurisdiction

12.2
The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, individually and in association
with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a
consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration

12.1 Everyone has the right, individually and in association with others, to participate in peaceful activities against violations of human rights and
fundamental freedoms
12.3
In this connection, everyone is entitled, individually and in association with others, to be protected effectively under national law in reacting
against or opposing, through peaceful means, activities and acts, including those by omission, attributable to States that result in violations of
human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as acts of violence perpetrated by groups or individuals that affect the enjoyment of human
rights and fundamental freedoms

1

https://sdg.humanrights.dk/en/instruments?goal%255B0%255D=85&target=16.a
https://sdg.humanrights.dk/en/targets2%253Ftarget%253D16.a
https://sdg.humanrights.dk/en/instrument%253D28086


14.3
The State shall ensure and support, where appropriate, the creation and development of further independent national institutions for the
promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms in all territory under its jurisdiction, whether they be ombudsmen, human
rights commissions or any other form of national institution

15
The State has the responsibility to promote and facilitate the teaching of human rights and fundamental freedoms at all levels of education and to
ensure that all those responsible for training lawyers, law enforcement officers, the personnel of the armed forces and public officials include
appropriate elements of human rights teaching in their training programme

ICCPR
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights

Show all articles
2.2
Where not already provided for by existing legislative or other measures, each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take the
necessary steps, in accordance with its constitutional processes and with the provisions of the present Covenant, to adopt such laws or other
measures as may be necessary to give effect to the rights recognized in the present Covenant.

ICESCR
International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights

Show all articles
11.1
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including
adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions. The States Parties will take appropriate steps to
ensure the realization of this right, recognizing to this effect the essential importance of international co-operation based on free consent.

Aarhus Convention
Convention on Access to Information, Public
Participation in Decision-making and Access
to Justice in Environmental Matters

Show all articles
4.8
Each Party may allow its public authorities to make a charge for supplying information, but such charge shall not exceed a reasonable amount.
Public authorities intending to make such a charge for supplying information shall make available to applicants a schedule of charges which may
be levied, indicating the circumstances in which they may be levied or waived and when the supply of information is conditional on the advance
payment of such a charge.

Escazú Agreement
Regional Agreement on Access to
Information, Public Participation and Justice
in Environmental Matters in Latin America
and the Caribbean

Show all articles
4.3
Each Party shall adopt the necessary measures, of a legislative, regulatory, administrative or any other nature, in the framework of its domestic
provisions, to guarantee the implementation of the provisions of the present Agreement.

4.10
The Parties may promote knowledge of the provisions of the present Agreement in other international forums related to environmental matters,
in accordance with the rules of each forum.

7.12
Each Party shall promote, where appropriate and in accordance with domestic legislation, public participation in international forums and
negotiations on environmental matters or with an environmental impact, in accordance with the procedural rules on participation of each forum.
The participation of the public at the national level on matters of international environmental forums shall also be promoted, where appropriate.

10.2
Each Party, in line with its capacities, may take, inter alia, the following measures:

10.2.a
train authorities and civil servants on environmental access rights;

10.2.b
develop and strengthen environmental law and access rights awareness-raising and capacity-building programmes for, inter alia, the public,
judicial and administrative officials, national human rights institutions and jurists;

10.2.c
provide the competent institutions and entities with adequate equipment and resources;

10.2.d
promote education and training on, and raise public awareness of, environmental matters, through, inter alia, basic educational modules on
access rights for students at all levels of education;

10.2.e
develop specific measures for persons or groups in vulnerable situations, such as providing interpreters or translators in languages other than
official languages when necessary;

10.2.f
acknowledge the importance of associations, organizations or groups that train the public on or raise public awareness of access rights;

10.2.g
strengthen capabilities to collect, retain and evaluate environmental information.

11.1
The Parties shall cooperate to strengthen their national capacities with the aim of implementing the present Agreement in an effective manner.
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11.2
The Parties shall give particular consideration to least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States
from Latin America and the Caribbean.

11.3
For the purposes of implementing paragraph 2 of the present article, the Parties shall promote activities and mechanisms, such as:

11.3.a
discussions, workshops, expert exchanges, technical assistance, education and observatories;

11.3.b
developing, sharing and implementing educational, training and awareness-raising materials and programmes;

11.3.c
sharing experiences of voluntary codes of conduct, guidelines, good practices and standards;

11.3.d
committees, councils and forums of multisectoral development stakeholders to address cooperation priorities and activities.

11.4
The Parties shall encourage partnerships with States from other regions, intergovernmental, non-governmental, academic and private
organizations, as well as civil society organizations and other relevant stakeholders to implement the present Agreement.

11.5
The Parties recognize that regional cooperation and information-sharing shall be promoted in relation to all aspects of illicit activities against the
environment.

ACHPR
African Charter on Human and Peoples'
Rights
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25
States parties to the present Charter shall have the duty to promote and ensure through teaching, education and publication, the respect of the
rights and freedoms contained in the present Charter and to see to it that these freedoms and rights as well as corresponding obligations and
duties are understood.

Maputo Protocol
Protocol to the African Charter on Human
and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women
in Africa
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26.2
States Parties undertake to adopt all necessary measures and in particular shall provide budgetary and other resources for the full and effective
implementation of the rights herein recognised
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