
The Human Rights Guide to the Sustainable Development Goals
Linking human rights with all Sustainable Development Goals and targets

Click on goal, target or instrument to expand details.
Use switch to change which column to be first.
Show first:
Targets
instruments

Goal Target Instrument Article / Description

Conserve and
sustainably use the
oceans, seas and
marine resources for
sustainable
development.

14.b

Provide access for small-scale
artisanal fishers to marine
resources and markets.

Indicators
14.b.1
Degree of application of a
legal/regulatory/
policy/institutional framework
which recognizes and protects
access rights for small-scale
fisheries

UNDROP
UN Declaration on Rights of Peasants

Show all articles
5.1
Peasants and other people working in rural areas have the right to have access to and to use in a sustainable manner the natural resources present in their communities that are
required to enjoy adequate living conditions, in accordance with article 28 of the present Declaration. They also have the right to participate in the management of these resources.

5.2
States shall take measures to ensure that any exploitation affecting the natural resources that peasants and other people working in rural areas traditionally hold or use is permitted
based on, but not limited to:

5.2.a
A duly conducted social and environmental impact assessment;

5.2.b
Consultations in good faith, in accordance with article 2.3 of the present Declaration;

5.2.c
Modalities for the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits of such exploitation that have been established on mutually agreed terms between those exploiting the natural resources
and the peasants and other people working in rural areas.

12.5
States shall provide peasants and other people working in rural areas with effective mechanisms for the prevention of and redress for any action that has the aim or effect of
violating their human rights, arbitrarily dispossessing them of their land and natural resources or of depriving them of their means of subsistence and integrity, and for any form of
forced sedentarization or population displacement.

13.1
Peasants and other people working in rural areas have the right to work, which includes the right to choose freely the way they earn their living.

13.5
States, taking into account the specific characteristics of peasant agriculture and small-scale fisheries, shall monitor compliance with labour legislation by allocating, where required,
appropriate resources to ensuring the effective operation of labour inspectorates in rural areas.

17.1
Peasants and other people living in rural areas have the right to land, individually and/or collectively, in accordance with article 28 of the present Declaration, including the right to
have access to, sustainably use and manage land and the water bodies, coastal seas, fisheries, pastures and forests therein, to achieve an adequate standard of living, to have a
place to live in security, peace and dignity and to develop their cultures.

17.2
States shall take appropriate measures to remove and prohibit all forms of discrimination relating to the right to land, including those resulting from change of marital status, lack of
legal capacity or lack of access to economic resources.

17.3
States shall take appropriate measures to provide legal recognition for land tenure rights, including customary land tenure rights not currently protected by law, recognizing the
existence of different models and systems. States shall protect legitimate tenure, and ensure that peasants and other people working in rural areas are not arbitrarily or unlawfully
evicted and that their rights are not otherwise extinguished or infringed. States shall recognize and protect the natural commons and their related systems of collective use and
management.

17.4
Peasants and other people working in rural areas have the right to be protected against arbitrary and unlawful displacement from their land or place of habitual residence, or from
other natural resources used in their activities and necessary for the enjoyment of adequate living conditions. States shall incorporate protections against displacement into domestic
legislation that are consistent with international human rights and humanitarian law. States shall prohibit arbitrary and unlawful forced eviction, the destruction of agricultural areas
and the confiscation or expropriation of land and other natural resources, including as a punitive measure or as a means or method of war.
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17.5
Peasants and other people working in rural areas who have been arbitrarily or unlawfully deprived of their lands have the right, individually and/or collectively, in association with
others or as a community, to return to their land of which they were arbitrarily or unlawfully deprived, including in cases of natural disasters and/or armed conflict and to have
restored their access to the natural resources used in their activities and necessary for the enjoyment of adequate living conditions, whenever possible, or to receive just, fair and
lawful compensation when their return is not possible.

17.6
Where appropriate, States shall take appropriate measures to carry out agrarian reforms in order to facilitate broad and equitable access to land and other natural resources
necessary to ensure that peasants and other people working in rural areas enjoy adequate living conditions, and to limit excessive concentration and control of land, taking into
account its social function. Landless peasants, young people, small-scale fishers and other rural workers should be given priority in the allocation of public lands, fisheries and
forests.

17.7
States shall take measures aimed at the conservation and sustainable use of land and other natural resources used in their production, including, among others, through
agroecology, and ensure the conditions for the regeneration of biological and other natural capacities and cycles

18.1
Peasants and other people working in rural areas have the right to the conservation and protection of the environment and the productive capacity of their lands, and of the
resources that they use and manage.

20.1
States shall take appropriate measures, in accordance with their relevant international obligations, to prevent the depletion and ensure the conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity in order to promote and protect the full enjoyment of the rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas.

21.2
Peasants and other people working in rural areas have the right to water for personal and domestic use, farming, fishing and livestock keeping and to securing other water-related
livelihoods, ensuring the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of water. They have the right to equitable access to water and water management systems, and to be free
from arbitrary disconnections or the contamination of water supplies.

ICESCR
International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights

Show all articles
6.1
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right to work, which includes the right of everyone to the opportunity to gain his living by work which he freely chooses or
accepts, and will take appropriate steps to safeguard this right.

11.1
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and
housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions. The States Parties will take appropriate steps to ensure the realization of this right, recognizing to this effect the
essential importance of international co-operation based on free consent.

ICERD
International Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination

Show all articles
5
In compliance with the fundamental obligations laid down in article 2 of this Convention, States Parties undertake to prohibit and to eliminate racial discrimination in all its forms and
to guarantee the right of everyone, without distinction as to race, colour, or national or ethnic origin, to equality before the law, notably in the enjoyment of the following rights:

5.e
Economic, social and cultural rights, in particular:

5.e.i
The rights to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable conditions of work, to protection against unemployment, to equal pay for equal work, to just and favourable
remuneration;

5.e.vi
The right to public health, medical care, social security and social services

CRC
Convention on the Rights of the Child

Show all articles
27.1
States Parties recognize the right of every child to a standard of living adequate for the child's physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development.

27.3
States Parties, in accordance with national conditions and within their means, shall take appropriate measures to assist parents and others responsible for the child to implement
this right and shall in case of need provide material assistance and support programmes, particularly with regard to nutrition, clothing and housing.

CEDAW
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women

Show all articles
11.1
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in the field of employment in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women,
the same rights, in particular:

11.1.a
The right to work as an inalienable right of all human beings;

11.1.b
The right to the same employment opportunities, including the application of the same criteria for selection in matters of employment;
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11.1.c
The right to free choice of profession and employment, the right to promotion, job security and all benefits and conditions of service and the right to receive vocational training and
retraining, including apprenticeships, advanced vocational training and recurrent training;

11.1.f
The right to protection of health and to safety in working conditions, including the safeguarding of the function of reproduction.

14.2
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, that they
participate in and benefit from rural development and, in particular, shall ensure to such women the right:

14.2.g
To have access to agricultural credit and loans, marketing facilities, appropriate technology and equal treatment in land and agrarian reform as well as in land resettlement schemes;

14.2.h
To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to housing, sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and communications.

UNDRIP
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples

Show all articles
8.2 States shall provide effective mechanisms for prevention of, and redress for:
8.2.b
Any action which has the aim or effect of dispossessing them of their lands, territories or resources;

26.1
Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and resources which they have traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired.

26.2
Indigenous peoples have the right to own, use, develop and control the lands, territories and resources that they possess by reason of traditional ownership or other traditional
occupation or use, as well as those which they have otherwise acquired.

29.1
Indigenous peoples have the right to the conservation and protection of the environment and the productive capacity of their lands or territories and resources. States shall establish
and implement assistance programmes for indigenous peoples for such conservation and protection, without discrimination.

32.1
Indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop priorities and strategies for the development or use of their lands or territories and other resources.

32.2
States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free and informed
consent prior to the approval of any project affecting their lands or territories and other resources, particularly in connection with the development, utilization or exploitation of
mineral, water or other resources.

ILO 111
Discrimination (Employment and
Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No. 111)

Show all articles
Description 2
This fundamental ILO Convention defines discrimination as any distinction, exclusion or preference made on the basis of race, colour, sex, religion, political opinion, national
extraction or social origin, which has the effect of nullifying or impairing equality of opportunity or treatment in employment or occupation. The Convention also covers traditional
occupations such as small-scale artisanal fishers.

ILO 169
The Indigenous and Tribal Peoples
Convention, 1989 (No. 169)

Show all articles
7.1
The peoples concerned shall have the right to decide their own priorities for the process of development as it affects their lives, beliefs, institutions and spiritual well-being and the
lands they occupy or otherwise use, and to exercise control, to the extent possible, over their own economic, social and cultural development. In addition, they shall participate in the
formulation, implementation and evaluation of plans and programmes for national and regional development which may affect them directly.

7.2
The improvement of the conditions of life and work and levels of health and education of the peoples concerned, with their participation and co-operation, shall be a matter of priority
in plans for the overall economic development of areas they inhabit. Special projects for development of the areas in question shall also be so designed as to promote such
improvement.

7.3
Governments shall ensure that, whenever appropriate, studies are carried out, in co-operation with the peoples concerned, to assess the social, spiritual, cultural and environmental
impact on them of planned development activities. The results of these studies shall be considered as fundamental criteria for the implementation of these activities.

7.4
Governments shall take measures, in co-operation with the peoples concerned, to protect and preserve the environment of the territories they inhabit.

ILO 188
The Work in Fishing Convention, 2007 (No.
188)

Show all articles
ILO 188
The Work in Fishing Convention, 2007 (No. 188), which aims to ensure decent conditions of work with regard to minimum requirements for work on board; conditions of service;
accommodation and food; occupational safety and health protection; medical care and social security.

ADRDM
American Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of Man

Show all articles
XIV
Every person has the right to work, under proper conditions, and to follow his vocation freely, insofar as existing conditions of employment permit. Every person who works has the
right to receive such remuneration as will, in proportion to his capacity and skill, assure him a standard of living suitable for himself and for his family.
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ACHR
American Convention on Human Rights

Show all articles
26
The States Parties undertake to adopt measures, both internally and through international cooperation, especially those of an economic and technical nature, with a view to
achieving progressively, by legislation or other appropriate means, the full realization of the rights implicit in the economic, social, educational, scientific, and cultural standards set
forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States as amended by the Protocol of Buenos Aires.

Protocol of San Salvador
Additional Protocol to the American
Convention on Human Rights in the Area of
Economic, Social and Cultural rights
(Protocol of San Salvador)

Show all articles
7.a
Remuneration which guarantees, as a minimum, to all workers dignified and decent living conditions for them and their families and fair and equal wages for equal work, without
distinction;

7.b
The right of every worker to follow his vocation and to devote himself to the activity that best fulfills his expectations and to change employment in accordance with the pertinent
national regulations;

7.f
The prohibition of night work or unhealthy or dangerous working conditions and, in general, of all work which jeopardizes health, safety, or morals, for persons under 18 years of
age. As regards minors under the age of 16, the work day shall be subordinated to the provisions regarding compulsory education and in no case shall work constitute an
impediment to school attendance or a limitation on benefiting from education received;

7.g
A reasonable limitation of working hours, both daily and weekly. The days shall be shorter in the case of dangerous or unhealthy work or of night work;

7.h
Rest, leisure and paid vacations as well as remuneration for national holidays.

12.1
Everyone has the right to adequate nutrition which guarantees the possibility of enjoying the highest level of physical, emotional and intellectual development.

12.2
In order to promote the exercise of this right and eradicate malnutrition, the States Parties undertake to improve methods of production, supply and distribution of food, and to this
end, agree to promote greater international cooperation in support of the relevant national policies.

ACHPR
African Charter on Human and Peoples'
Rights

Show all articles
15
Every individual shall have the right to work under equitable and satisfactory conditions, and shall receive equal pay for equal work.

21.1
All peoples shall freely dispose of their wealth and natural resources. This right shall be exercised in the exclusive interest of the people. In no case shall a people be deprived of it.

21.3
The free disposal of wealth and natural resources shall be exercised without prejudice to the obligation of promoting international economic cooperation based on mutual respect,
equitable exchangeand the principles of international law.

22.1
All peoples shall have the right to their economic, social and cultural development with due regard to their freedom and identity and in the equal enjoyment of the common heritage of
mankind.

22.2
States shall have the duty, individually or collectively, to ensure the exercise of the right to development.

24
All peoples shall have the right to a general satisfactory environment favourable to their development.

ACRWC
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of
the Child

Show all articles
15.1
Every child shall be protected from all forms of economic exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child’s physical, mental,
spiritual, moral, or social development.

15.2
State Parties to the present Charter take all appropriate legislative and administrative measures to ensure the full implementation of this Article which covers both the formal and
informal sectors of employment and having regard to the relevant provisions of the International Labour Organization’s instruments relating to children. State Parties shall in
particular:

Maputo Protocol
Protocol to the African Charter on Human
and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women
in Africa

Show all articles
13
States Parties shall adopt and enforce legislative and other measures to guarantee women equal opportunities in work and career advancement and other economic opportunities.
In this respect, they shall:

13.a
promote equality of access to employment;

13.c
ensure transparency in recruitment, promotion and dismissal of women and combat and punish sexual harassment in the workplace;
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13.e
create conditions to promote and support the occupations and economic activities of women, in particular, within the informal sector;

15.a
provide women with access to clean drinking water, sources of domestic fuel, land, and the means of producing nutritious food;

18.1
Women shall have the right to live in a healthy and sustainable environment.

18.2
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to:

18.2.a
ensure greater participation of women in the planning, management and preservation of the environment and the sustainable use of natural resources at all levels;

19
Women shall have the right to fully enjoy their right to sustainable development. In this connection, the States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to:

19.c
promote women’s access to and control over productive resources such as land and guarantee their right to property;

19.d
promote women’s access to credit, training, skills development and extension services at rural and urban levels in order to provide women with a higher quality of life and reduce the
level of poverty among women;

UNFCCC
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change

Show all articles
3
In their actions to achieve the objective of the Convention and to implement its provisions, the Parties shall be guided, inter alia, by the following:

3.1
The Parties should protect the climate system for the benefit of present and future generations of humankind, on the basis of equity and in accordance with their common but
differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. Accordingly, the developed country Parties should take the lead in combating climate change and the adverse effects
thereof.

3.2
The specific needs and special circumstances of developing country Parties, especially those that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change, and of those
Parties, especially developing country Parties, that would have to bear a disproportionate or abnormal burden under the Convention, should be given full consideration.

3.3
The Parties should take precautionary measures to anticipate, prevent or minimize the causes of climate change and mitigate its adverse effects. Where there are threats of serious
or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing such measures, taking into account that policies and measures to deal with
climate change should be cost-effective so as to ensure global benefits at the lowest possible cost. To achieve this, such policies and measures should take into account different
socio-economic contexts, be comprehensive, cover all relevant sources, sinks and reservoirs of greenhouse gases and adaptation, and comprise all economic sectors. Efforts to
address climate change may be carried out cooperatively by interested Parties.

3.4
The Parties have a right to, and should, promote sustainable development. Policies and measures to protect the climate system against human-induced change should be
appropriate for the specific conditions of each Party and should be integrated with national development programmes, taking into account that economic development is essential for
adopting measures to address climate change.

CBD
Convention on Biological Diversity

Show all articles
8
Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate:

8.j
Subject to its national legislation, respect, preserve and maintain knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant
for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and promote their wider application with the approval and involvement of the holders of such knowledge, innovations
and practices and encourage the equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of such knowledge, innovations and practices;

10
Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate:

10.c
Protect and encourage customary use of biological resources in accordance with traditional cultural practices that are compatible with conservation or sustainable use requirements;

10.d
Support local populations to develop and implement remedial action in degraded areas where biological diversity has been reduced;

UNCLOS
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea

Show all articles
61.1
The coastal State shall determine the allowable catch of the living resources in its exclusive economic zone.
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61.2
The coastal State, taking into account the best scientific evidence available to it, shall ensure through proper conservation and management measures that the maintenance of the
living resources in the exclusive economic zone is not endangered by over-exploitation. As appropriate, the coastal State and competent international organizations, whether
subregional, regional or global, shall cooperate to this end.

61.3
Such measures shall also be designed to maintain or restore populations of harvested species at levels which can produce the maximum sustainable yield, as qualified by relevant
environmental and economic factors, including the economic needs of coastal fishing communities and the special requirements of developing States, and taking into account
fishing patterns, the interdependence of stocks and any generally recommended international minimum standards, whether subregional, regional or global.

61.4
In taking such measures the coastal State shall take into consideration the effects on species associated with or dependent upon harvested species with a view to maintaining or
restoring populations of such associated or dependent species above levels at which their reproduction may become seriously threatened.

61.5
Available scientific information, catch and fishing effort statistics, and other data relevant to the conservation of fish stocks shall be contributed and exchanged on a regular basis
through competent international organizations, whether subregional, regional or global, where appropriate and with participation by all States concerned, including States whose
nationals are allowed to fish in the exclusive economic zone.

62.2
The coastal State shall determine its capacity to harvest the living resources of the exclusive economic zone. Where the coastal State does not have the capacity to harvest the
entire allowable catch, it shall, through agreements or other arrangements and pursuant to the terms, conditions, laws and regulations referred to in paragraph 4, give other States
access to the surplus of the allowable catch, having particular regard to the provisions of articles 69 and 70, especially in relation to the developing States mentioned therein.

62.3
In giving access to other States to its exclusive economic zone under this article, the coastal State shall take into account all relevant factors, including, inter alia, the significance of
the living resources of the area to the economy of the coastal State concerned and its other national interests, the provisions of articles 69 and 70, the requirements of developing
States in the subregion or region in harvesting part of the surplus and the need to minimize economic dislocation in States whose nationals have habitually fished in the zone or
which have made substantial efforts in research and identification of stocks.

62.4
Nationals of other States fishing in the exclusive economic zone shall comply with the conservation measures and with the other terms and conditions established in the laws and
regulations of the coastal State. These laws and regulations shall be consistent with this Convention and may relate, inter alia, to the following:

62.4.a
licensing of fishermen, fishing vessels and equipment, including payment of fees and other forms of remuneration, which, in the case of developing coastal States, may consist of
adequate compensation in the field of financing, equipment and technology relating to the fishing industry;

62.4.b
determining the species which may be caught, and fixing quotas of catch, whether in relation to particular stocks or groups of stocks or catch per vessel over a period of time or to
the catch by nationals of any State during a specified period;

62.4.e
renseignements exigés des navires de pêche, notamment statistiques relatives aux captures et à l'effort de pêche et communication de la position des navires;

62.4.d
fixing the age and size of fish and other species that may be caught;

62.5
Coastal States shall give due notice of conservation and management laws and regulations.

63 Stocks occurring within the exclusive economic zones of two or more coastal States or both within the exclusive economic zone and in an area beyond and adjacent to it
63.1
Where the same stock or stocks of associated species occur within the exclusive economic zones of two or more coastal States, these States shall seek, either directly or through
appropriate subregional or regional organizations, to agree upon the measures necessary to coordinate and ensure the conservation and development of such stocks without
prejudice to the other provisions of this Part.

66.1
States in whose rivers anadromous stocks originate shall have the primary interest in and responsibility for such stocks

66.2
The State of origin of anadromous stocks shall ensure their conservation by the establishment of appropriate regulatory measures for fishing in all waters landward of the outer limits
of its exclusive economic zone and for fishing provided for in paragraph 3(b). The State of origin may, after consultations with the other States referred to in paragraphs 3 and 4
fishing these stocks, establish total allowable catches for stocks originating in its rivers.

66.3.a
Fisheries for anadromous stocks shall be conducted only in waters landward of the outer limits of exclusive economic zones, except in cases where this provision would result in
economic dislocation for a State other than the State of origin. With respect to such fishing beyond the outer limits of the exclusive economic zone, States concerned shall maintain
consultations with a view to achieving agreement on terms and conditions of such fishing giving due regard to the conservation requirements and the needs of the State of origin in
respect of these stocks

66.3.b
The State of origin shall cooperate in minimizing economic dislocation in such other States fishing these stocks, taking into account the normal catch and the mode of operations of
such States, and all the areas in which such fishing has occurred.
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66.3.c
States referred to in subparagraph (b), participating by agreement with the State of origin in measures to renew anadromous stocks, particularly by expenditures for that purpose,
shall be given special consideration by the State of origin in the harvesting of stocks originating in its rivers.

66.3.d
Enforcement of regulations regarding anadromous stocks beyond the exclusive economic zone shall be by agreement between the State of origin and the other States concerned.

66.4
In cases where anadromous stocks migrate into or through the waters landward of the outer limits of the exclusive economic zone of a State other than the State of origin, such
State shall cooperate with the State of origin with regard to the conservation and management of such stocks.

66.5
The State of origin of anadromous stocks and other States fishing these stocks shall make arrangements for the implementation of the provisions of this article, where appropriate,
through regional organizations.

67.1
A coastal State in whose waters catadromous species spend the greater part of their life cycle shall have responsibility for the management of these species and shall ensure the
ingress and egress of migrating fish.

67.2
Harvesting of catadromous species shall be conducted only in waters landward of the outer limits of exclusive economic zones. When conducted in exclusive economic zones,
harvesting shall be subject to this article and the other provisions of this Convention concerning fishing in these zones.

67.3
In cases where catadromous fish migrate through the exclusive economic zone of another State, whether as juvenile or maturing fish, the management, including harvesting, of
such fish shall be regulated by agreement between the State mentioned in paragraph 1 and the other State concerned. Such agreement shall ensure the rational management of the
species and take into account the responsibilities of the State mentioned in paragraph 1 for the maintenance of these species.
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